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UNCLAS BELFAST 145 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: PROTEST PLANS AND COUNTER MANEUVERS 
REF: BELFAST 142 (B) BELFAST 131 (C) BELFAST 130 

1 . REVEREND IAN PAISLEY AND ERNEST BAIRD, WHO CHANGED 
HIS "MOVEMENT" TO A POLITICAL PARTY APRIL 26, ATTENDED 
COURT HEARING APRIL 27 OF TEN MEMBERS ULSTER SERVICE CORPS 

(USC) DUNGANNON SUMMONED ON CHARGES OF OPERATING ILLEGAL ROAD 
BLOCKS. CASES WERE ADJOURNED TO JUNE 1 BUT PAISLEY AND 
BAIRD ADDRESSED CROWD AFTER HEARING AND BAIRD SAID UNIONIST 
ACTION COUNCIL (UAC) "HAND IS ON THE PLOW" AND THAT IF THERE 
CONFRONTATION NEXT WEEK IT WOULD BE DUE TO OBSTINACY OF 
SECRETARY OF STATE ROY MASON AND BRITISH GOVERNMENT. CONGEN 
NOTES IT ISSUE OF USC HEARINGS THAT SPARKED IDEA OF PROTEST. 

NEITHER BAIRD NOR PAISLEY HAS YET SAID PROTEST WOULD TAKE 
FORM OF "STRIKE". CONGEN INFORMED THAT BAIRD HINTED TO ONE 
NEWSMAN AT DUNGANNON THAT BRITISH ARMY WOULD NOT INTERVENE: 
"REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED AT THE CURRANGH." JOURNALIST PUT THIS 
DOWN TO WISHFUL THINKING ON BAIRD'S PART. IN BIZARRE STATEMENT 
LATER APRIL 27, UAC CHARGED THAT "BRITISH INTELLIGENCE 
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HAS ARRANGED WITH CERTAIN SUBVERSIVE AND ILLEGAL ORGANIZATIONS 
TO COMMENCE THE MASSACRE OF INNOCENT ROMAN CATHOLICS THIS 
WEEKEND "IN ATTEMPT TO SMEAR MEMBERS OF ULSTER UNIONIST ACTION 
COUNCIL. NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE STATEMENT SAID CLAIM WAS 
BEING TREATED WITH THE CONTEMPT IT DESERVED. 
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CONTINGENCY ACTIVITIES INCLUDES INTENT TO TAKE OVER AND 
OPERATE POWER STATIONS WITH ARMY ENGINEERS IF NECESSARY. 

ROY MASON APPEARED AT HARLAND AND WOLFF SHIPYARD APRIL 27 
TO ANNOUNCE YARD HAD BEEN AWARDED CONTRACTS WORTH POUNDS 
STERLING 70 MILLION FOR TWO SHELL COMPANY LIQUID GAS CARRIERS 
FOR DELIVERY IN 1980. MASON NOTED ORDERS MEANT SAFEGUARD 
FOR 2000 JOBS AT YARD AND THOUSAND MORE IN SUPPORT INDUSTRIES. 

IT ALSO POINTED OUT GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIZING ORDER FOR POUNDS 
STERLING 12 MILLION TO OUT BID JAPANESE. MR. MASON EMPHASIZED 
IMPORTANCE OF MEETING DELIVERY DATES. SHIPYARD WORKERS SUPPORTED 
1974 STOPPAGE ENTHUSIASTICALLY. 

3. APRIL 27 JAMES MOLYNEAUX AND ECONOCH POWELL DISASSOCIATED 
THEMSELVES AND UNITED ULSTER UNIONIST COALITION (UUUC) MPS 

AT WESTMINSTER FROM ACTION THAT WOULD BE "DIRECT CONTRADICTION" 
OF POLITICAL ACTIVITIES BY WESTMINSTER MPS. IAN PAISLEY COUNTERED 
WITH CHARGE THAT POWELL PERSUADED MOLYNEAUX "WHO USUALLY DOES 
WHAT MR. POWELL TELLS HIM" TO CALL MEETING OF UUUC MPS TO 
EXPEL HIM (PAISLEY) AND BAIRD-MAN JOHN DUNLOP FROM COALITION. 

APRIL 28 AT LOCAL MEETING DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY HOWEVER, 
PAISLEY SAID HE HAD ASSURANCES THAT HE WOULD NOT BE EXPELLED. 

4. CONSENSUS GUESSING IN BELFAST HARD-CORE LOYALIST SHANKILL 
AND SANDY ROW AREAS APRIL 28 IS THAT THERE WILL BE ONE-DAY 
STRIKE MAY 3 WITH ELECTRICITY SHUT-OFF. THAT PARAMILITARIES 

WILL ATTEMPT TO PREVENT WORKERS FROM REACHING JOBS BUT THAT MOST 
COMPANIES WILL OPERATE AND THAT WORKERS WILL GET TO JOBS IF THEY 
CAN. SPICER 
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